German versus Hun
The greatest fault of the Germans is their verbosity.

FREDERICK THE  GREAT,   1775

If one shows the Germans a flower, they immediately ask :
Has it a scent? Can one make tea from it? Caa we imitate it?

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1780

It is characteristic of the Germans that they take everything
heavily, so that everything weighs heavily upon them.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1796

Since it is the characteristic of our countrymen to do good
without much display, it seldom occurs to them that there
is also a way of doing the right thing with grace and charm;
they rather fall, on the contrary, being urged by a spirit of
contradiction, into the fault of presenting their most amiable
virtue in contrast with a surly demeanour.

WOLFGANG  GOETHE,   1796

Never laugh at the child, if you see him with whip and spur
Riding the wooden horse, big and courageous in fancy.

For you, Germans, you too

Are poor in deeds and full of ideas.

FRIEDRICH  HOLDERLIN,   1799

With fantastic obstinacy he (the German) holds on to what
he has once assimilated; tenaciously clinging to the forms
which he has once fashioned for himself. In the realm of ideas
he creates his own world, and there finds refreshment in the
images from the outer spheres, which he has received,
through his senses, into that inner sphere. One who would
draw him out of this circle, into which he has charmed the
departed spirits of external phenomena, must address his
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